THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
men at first gazed at him wondering how such a boy could be
put at the head of regiments of men. But they soon discovered
him to be a strict disciplinarian, and one of the coolest and
bravest in action. In both respects he was inclined to carry
his virtues to excess. At the very time when he moved into the
firing line at Gettysburg I had to interfere by positive order
in favor of the commander of one of his regiments, whom
he had suspended and sent to the rear for a mere unimportant
peccadillo. Having been too strict in this instance, within the
next two hours he made the mistake of being too brave.

I had hardly deployed my two divisions, about 6000 men,
on the north side of Gettysburg, when the action very percep-
tibly changed its character. Until then the First Corps had
been driving before it a comparatively small force of the
enemy, taking many prisoners, among them the rebel general
Archer with almost his whole brigade. My line, too, advanced,
but presently I received an order from General Howard to
halt where I was, and to push forward only a strong force of
skirmishers. This I did, and my skirmishers, too, captured
prisoners in considerable number. But then the enemy began
to show greater strength and tenacity. He planted two batter-
ies on a hillside, one above the other, opposite riiy left, enfilad-
ing pa,rt of the First Corps. Captain Dilger, whose battery
was attached to my Third Division, answered promptly, dis-
mounted four of the enemy's guns, as we observed tkrough
our field-glasses, and drove away two rebel regiments sup-
porting them. In the meantime the infantry firing on my left
and on the right of the First Corps grew much in volume. It
became evident that the enemy's line had been heavily rein-
forced, and was pressing upon us with constantly increasing
vigor. I went up to the roof of a house behind my skirmish
line to get a better view of tibe situation, and observed that
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